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Mis Lssmg Soth szen Seeks

By Jackson Diehl
. Washington Post Foreign Service ;»
SAO PAULO, Brazil, Aug. 27—A
Soviet citizen whose disappearance
“in Brazil two weeks ago triggered a

,epate of rumors of epying and mur-

‘der” has asylum in the
_ United . States, the Brazilian a.ndi

US. governments announced today. .
Sevim - Guembekov, 32 a dark.
man attached to 8

hmred.
delegahon of 48 Soviet political aci- -

.entists in Brazil for a-conference, -
‘vanished from the Rio Copa Hotel in

. Rio de Janiero nearly two weeks ago, .

onodaybofonhmgroupwaston-

: ¢ turn to Moscow.-

[US. Embassy spokesman Don!
Hauger said in Brasilia that Guerai-
_ bekov had requested US. asyhnn
* and was temporarily.staying in s

* third country, TheAsaoaatedPrees
!

;. reported.

o Washington, State Departp
\ ment -spokesman Joe Reap  said'
Guom'bekov'a application will “be”
processed in asccordance with US.

‘lawandpolicygovemmgtheadms—

_when a
. kov’s was found with marks of stran-

'alontothmeoumzycfrefugees. He

declined to elsbcrate. -
[A spokesman at the Somet con-

" sulate in Rio said there was no of-..’

ficial word on the case from the So-

viet Embasey, AP reported.]
Guerai dxsappearanee

prompbad a ﬂm'ry of speculation in

newiytmresmctedpreas

andthermnorswerecomphemd

body resembling Gueraibe- -

gulation near ‘a polluted canal in an-
industrial distzict 45 miles from Rio.
As Brazilian witnesses -delivered .

. opposing judgments on whether the.

body was Gueraibekov's, Brazilian

police fumed and commentators
rushed to the archives of spy lore for
comparison. Martin Cruz Smith'’s
“Gorky Park,® the thriller of Soviet

_ spies and unidentified boches, rose a

R .dhppnnnoaintﬂgnedﬁnﬁl_ .

Asylum in US.

- The: mystery was deepened by the

N

SEVIM GUERMBI'KOV

notch to number seven on the Bra-

zilian best-sefler list. A

But the most ‘uncomfortable pub-
lic actors in‘the drama were US.,
diplomats here, who repeatedly re-.
fused’wclearupatlaastpartofthe

mystery by confirming or-denying
}:hat the Sovnet had sought US. asy-
o

- Thatstony sﬂenceeneomageda

P

plethora of reports in diplomatic and-

medin circles. Several stories main- -

- teined that the missing Soviet was

whisked out of the country by US. .
officials, possibly without the knowl- .
- edge of Brazilian authorities. Anoth-
er account this. week said that

" Gueraibekov. was' spotted meeting -

with U.S. officials but dxsappeared

before asylum could be arrang

“In reality, the tradmonal roles of .

the_two superpowers seem to have

been reversed,” commented the news -

" magazine, Veja this week. “While the
_Soviets go out on the streets, make

statements, receive the press and :
answer questions, the- American sxda
shuts all the doors.” .

Lo

figure of Gueraibekov, who was de-
scribed by the Soviets oniy asa tour
ist awompanymg the, pohtxcal sclen-

 [Uni :
qwbted diplomatic ‘sources in Brazil.
as saying he may have been a secu-
Tity -officer assigned -to watch the-
Soviet parhapants m the confern
enee.]

e ,_m.‘...w-v»

At the Rio Copa Hotel dressed in
shorts and holiday shxrts Gueraibe-
~Xkov flirted with- waitresses in the-
testaurant—presenting one with a

- . gift of caviar—and lauded Rio and

-its ‘beaches to the¢ hotel ‘manager. .
-But ‘the-manager-later said to the
press that “he looked very tired as if -

- he had not slept at night.”

- When Gueraibekov dxsappeaiﬁd,
diplomats “and

journalists - quickly
. assumed that he had taken refuge in;

- the US. Consulatam Rio, and a re-
port: appeared saying that he-hadi-
~been spotted entering the door. !

But that was: before Brazilian po-
Lice found the body of a man appar-
..ently beaten ‘and strangled in the,
suburb of Santa Cruz, and they were:
~unable ~to match -his ﬁngerpmts
‘with those of. any Brazzhan citizen in}
the state, .

Brazilian mvestlgators oonwded :
‘that “'the body - could - be Gueraibe-
kov’s, and the Rio Copa Hotel man-

- ager announced after -seeing the
- corpee that he was “90 percent sure”
it gas the mty}sltengﬁp Soviet tourist.
ust a8 the disappearance ap-
_peared to- have become a political
assassination -story, - though, a Rio
-Copa -waitress arrived to view the:
“body and announced to excited re-
~ porters outside that it was defimtely
not Gueraibekov. . - .

“He. adored the beach and the:

" night life of Rio, and so I think he!
‘wanted to escape the Iron Curtam
she announced
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